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cedarville welcomes students and
faculty from Florida-based college
that closed its doors mid-summer.
Also Inside:
Planned Parenthood &
the Christian’s response
the New Student Variety Show
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We’ll be asking Christian leaders in the community how
students can live out the gospel each month. We hope to bring
you applicable, challenging responses that aren’t cliche.

HOW CAN STUDENTS RESPOND TO THE GOSPEL THIS MONTH?

“We should wake up every day praying,
‘God, use me today for your kingdom.
Make me sensitive to the leading of the
Spirit when that opportunity comes along,
and give me the faith to act on it when I
see it.’ It may be an encouraging word,
a listening ear, a gospel presentation, a
defense of the biblical worldview or a
random act of kindness. When we follow
the Spirit’s leading in an attempt to further
God’s kingdom we live out the gospel.”
Thomas White

president of Cedarville University

Send your suggestions of who you would like to hear from
in next month’s Ministry Moment to cedars@cedarville.edu.
September 2015
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w h a t yo u m i s s e d o nlin e
by Amy Radwanski
Welcome back to Cedars Digital! Check out our website and follow us on social media to keep up with content we post online – all the
content from our print issues, online stories and online exclusives.
We post webcomics (below), videos (right) and photo galleries to
our website, ReadCedars.com.
Keep up with stories and more by following us on social media.

www.ReadCedars.com
Facebook.com/CedarsatCU
Instagram: @CedarsAtCU
Twitter: @CedarsAtCU

September at
Resound Radio
“Your Music. Your Faith.”
Share your prayer requests
with Resound this month on
our station windows.

We will share new stories that are posted, live tweet some events
and host an ocassional contest.
Join in the conversation!

“Under the Brim”
a comic series
by Brian McCray
In addition to monthly
installments of “Under
the Brim” in our print
issues, check out the
latest weekly webcomic,
“Vault of Neuroses,” on
our website.
Click on
Online Comics
under
Websclusives
at ReadCedars.com.
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New Year, New Staff
Meet the Cedars 2015-2016 staff. Send us an email, follow us on social
media or stop by DMC 157. We’d love to know you, too.

Anna Dembowski, Editor-in-Chief
Anna Dembowski is a senior journalism major and editor-in-chief
for Cedars. She is learning to love coffee, spontaneity and Twitter.

Follow Anna at @annabbowskers

Jon Gallardo, Sports Editor & Just Sayin’ Columnist

Follow Jon at @lambogallardo6

Jon Gallardo is a senior journalism major and sports editor/Just
Sayin’ columnist for Cedars. He loves writing, listening to music,
and playing basketball, and his favorite literary character is Gollum.

Victoria Boward, Advertising Director
Victoria Boward is a senior theatre performance major and is the
advertising director for Cedars. She enjoys many aspects of the arts,
traveling, baking and laughing.

Emily Day, Arts & Entertainment Editor

Follow Emily at @wallflowerofpa
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Emily Day is a junior journalism major and arts & entertainment
editor for Cedars. She is an avid reader, runner and is a general
Disney enthusiast.

September 2015

Amy Radwanski, Digital Editor

Follow Amy at @amyclarerad

Amy Radwanski is a junior journalism and broadcasting/digital
media double major and digital editor for Cedars. She is pursuing a
career in broadcast performance with her studies.

Josh Burris, Multimedia
Josh Burris is a junior journalism major and multimedia person for
Cedars. He is interested in sports broadcasting and reporting. He
enjoys watching sports, lifting, and listening to rock and rap music.

Follow Josh at @burning__J

Jen Taggart, Off-Campus News Editor

Follow Jen at @jtaggart17

Jen Taggart is a junior journalism major and off-campus news editor for Cedars. She enjoys writing, listening to music and fueling
her chocolate addiction.

Kjersti Fry, Campus News Editor
Kjersti Fry is a sophomore pharmacy major and campus news editor
for Cedars. She enjoys playing piano and ultimate frisbee, spending
time with friends and family, and eating Mediterranean food.

What kinds of stories would you like to see in Cedars? Send your thoughts
to cedars@cedarville.edu.
September 2015
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An Unexpected Welcome
When Clearwater Christian College closed its doors in June,
surprising students and faculty, Cedarville University jumped into action
by Rebekah Erway

work (the transfer students) made with
their GPAs (at Clearwater),” Linafelter said.
Another difference in the teach-out
plan was allowing certain general education
requirements to transfer that were usually
non-transferable. Linafelter said Clearwater
had its own mandatory politics course, similar to politics and American culture (PAC),
and Cedarville made an exception for the
politics course to transfer as PAC for Clearwater students.
Besides assisting with the transfer of
credits, Linafelter also worked with those
students that were going to be freshmen at
Clearwater. Cedarville simplified the application process for these students.
As Cedarville’s tuition is higher than
that of Clearwater, Cedarville also offered
a generous scholarship called Pathways to
both transfers and would-be freshmen if
they chose to attend Cedarville.

C

learwater Christian College’s closing
in June left Clearwater students with
a gap that Cedarville University is
working to fill.
“The closing caught everybody off
guard,” said Karisa Linafelter, Cedarville’s
associate registrar for academic advising
and transfer services. “(Clearwater) students left campus (at the end of the semester) having absolutely no clue that this was
going to happen.”
Clearwater announced the closing June
5, 2015, leaving Clearwater students with an
unusually short amount of time to find another college.
“These students had, like, two months,”
Linafelter said. “It was fast.”
In spite of the short notice, Cedarville
responded quickly. Linafelter said Thomas
White, Cedarville’s president, immediately
contacted the Clearwater administration to
find out how the Cedarville administration
could help.

The students
Several staff members, including Linafelter, went to Clearwater’s college fair in
June to try to connect with students there.
For one transfer student, junior life science education major Harrison Elkins, the
fair was his initial interaction with Cedarville University.
Elkins said he noticed Cedarville was
prepared and reached out quickly. He said
he was impressed that Cedarville had already set up a web page for Clearwater students.
“The (representatives) were really
nice,” he said. “They didn’t just want my
presence (at Cedarville).”
Elkins said Linafelter continued to connect with him after the college fair, sending
him welcoming cards and communicating
with him in the months to follow.
Throughout the summer, Linafelter
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photos by Jennifer Gammie
After Clearwater Christian College closed its doors this summer, Harrison Elkins (left) and
Kaitlin Lowery (right), former students at the Florida-based college, were forced to find a
college to attend this fall. Lowery, now a sports and exercise studies major at Cedarville, is a
senior. Elkins is a junior life science education major.
worked with Clearwater students individually to try to make the student’s educational
goals work at Cedarville.
“I met (with) students pretty much on a
weekly basis,” she said.
In addition to meeting with students,
Linafelter worked with faculty members
and professors to offer substitutes for courses students took at Clearwater.
She also said Cedarville’s faculty and
administration were supportive despite
many of them being on vacation during the
transitioning time.
“I can’t say enough good things about
our faculty,” Linafelter said.

Teach-out plans
Because of the unique circumstances
Clearwater students faced, Cedarville Uni-

versity offered modified transfer policies
called teach-out plans to the students.
Normally grades would not transfer to
Cedarville, but the administration made an
exception for Clearwater students, mainly
because many of the transfer students were
seniors.
“(Cedarville) wanted to honor the hard

The transfer process
Each of the Clearwater transfer programs was individualized.
“They (Clearwater students) weren’t
just another student to us,” Linafelter said.
Senior sports and exercise studies major Kaitlin Lowery described her transfer
process as a combination of effort between
essentially two people: Linafelter and Lowery’s advisor, Evan Hellwig.
“(They) worked behind the scenes
while I was still deciding to come (to Cedarville),” Lowery said. “They were going to do
their best.”

“(Clearwater) students left campus (at the
end of the semester) having absolutely no
clue that this was going to happen.”
Karisa Linafelter

associate registrar, Cedarville University
September 2015
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“It was a comfort to have Christians that
you knew were praying for you when they
said they were.”
Kaitlin Lowery

senior Clearwater transfer
As a senior, Lowery was mostly done
with her program, which followed Clearwater’s exercise and sports science degree, so
her transfer plan did not affect her major
classes at all.
But Lowery said Hellwig had two main
goals for her.
“His (first) goal is not what I graduate
with, but to get me as marketable as possible,” Lowery said. “His second goal is to get
me done on time.”
Lowery had to add on a Bible class –
Theology 2 – once she transferred to Cedarville, despite having completed Clearwater’s
Bible minor requirements. But since Cedarville accepted all 108 of Lowery’s transfer
credits, both of Hellwig’s goals are set for
completion.
For Elkins, his transfer program included a switch from a double major, biology and biology education, to life science education. He said the programs are similar,
but the new program includes an increase
in math classes and a more rigorous science
program.

Students, faculty and records, too
Many of the students that Linafelter
interacted with from Clearwater did not
choose to transfer. Of the students that she
worked with, 24 would-be freshmen and
transfers decided to enroll at Cedarville.
In addition to students, two faculty
members joined Cedarville from Clearwater: Kris DeWitt, associate professor of psychology, and Brian Kuyatt, the new director
of the Center for Teaching and Learning.
Both faculty members had to relocate to
Ohio from Florida.
Cedarville also took on the role of taking care of Clearwater’s records.
“If you need a Clearwater transcript,
call Cedarville,” Linafelter said. “We’ve been
September 2015

getting boxes and boxes of files every day.”
Cedarville has relied on the support of
other colleges to find out how to house the
Clearwater files effectively.
The University of Nebraska at Lincoln became the custodian of records for
Dana College in Blair, Nebraska, which announced its closure in 2010. The registrar’s
office at UNL helped answer questions for
Cindy Davis, assistant to the registrar at
Cedarville, abut how to handle this appropriately.

A helping hand
Elkins said the help Cedarville gave
him went beyond his program.
“(Cedarville) reached out in more than
academics,” Elkins said. “(As a transfer) it
takes long for this to adjust as being my home.

“The faculty reached
out in sympathy and
love.”
Harrison Elkins

junior Clearwater transfer
Clearwater was (my) first choice. I wasn’t expecting to start college all over again.”
Elkins said he thought he was only going to have to start college once. However,
he said people at Cedarville have eased that
transition for him, with faculty praying for
him and making sure he is welcome.
“(The) faculty reached out in sympathy
and love,” Elkins said.
Part of working with the Clearwater
students was helping them with the emotional transition.

“I had to help them process the emotional weight of changing schools,” Linafelter said. “It’s made me appreciate Cedarville in a whole new way.”
From the beginning, as Cedarville administration interacted with the Clearwater
students, they let students know they realized not all of them wanted to transfer to
Cedarville. Linafelter said her role was simply to help the students through the forced
decision.
“(I) helped them understand that
Cedarville is a great school and a very
like-minded school, just on a bigger scale,”
Linafelter said.
For several of the Clearwater transfers, Cedarville’s willingness to be there and
emotionally support the students without
pressuring them to enroll at Cedarville was
a great blessing, Lowery said.
“It was a comfort to have Christians
that you knew were praying for you when
they said they were,” she said.
But encouragement for Clearwater students did not come exclusively from Cedarville’s administration during their time of
transition. Chapel and worshiping with the
student body have also played a role.
“I’m very glad that my new school has
chapels just like my old school,” Lowery
said.
She said the messages preached by
Clayton King during Cedarville’s Fall Bible
Conference were especially relevant to her
as she grappled with the transition to Cedarville.
“If there was ever a time I felt like God
had those sermons especially picked out for
me, it was then,” Lowery said. “I was able to
really feel like I was healing from all the hurt
and sorrow of this summer. ... I know I am
still working on the process of dealing with
a forced transfer my senior year, but the
process is refining me and helping me grow
more like Christ, which is the goal of the
Christian life. Knowing that God is working
on me, to help me grow more like his son
helps me keep going.”

photos submitted by Kaitlin Lowery
The students and faculty of Clearwater
Christian College were caught off guard
this summer when their college and
workplace home closed its doors. Thanks
to a partnership with Cedarville University,
24 students and two faculty members have
joined the Cedarville community this fall.

Rebekah Erway is a sophomore English
major and reporter for Cedars. She is a
die-hard Disney, VeggieTales and Lord of
the Rings fan, and she enjoys speaking in a
British accent.
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FOX News Contributor, WaPo Columnist to Visit CU
by Amy Radwanski

Y

ou may recognize him if you’re a FOX
News die-hard.
Charles Krauthammer, FOX
News contributor and Pulitzer-prize winning columnist for the Washington Post,
will visit Cedarville University for Constitution Day. The Center for Political Studies
hosts “An Evening with Charles Krauthammer” 7 p.m. Sept. 17 in the Dixon Ministry
Center’s Jeremiah Chapel.
In addition to success as a journalist
and political commentator on FOX News’
“Special Report with Bret Baier” and other
programs, Krauthammer is a physician and
the author of “Things That Matter: Three
Decades of Passions, Pastimes and Politics.”
“He is very good at articulating conservative principles,” said Marc Clauson,
professor of history and law at Cedarville
University.

Center for Political Studies
Mark Smith, professor of political science at Cedarville, said federal law requires
a formal commemoration of Constitution
Day each year by institutions that receive
federal aid. At Cedarville, this celebration
provides the opportunity to host higher profile speakers to discuss political topics and
constitutional princicples with the student
body and community.
“One of the goals of the center of political studies is to bring in experts to our community so that our students can either learn
from them or, in some cases, interact with
them and get a sense of how things happen
in the broader world,” Smith said.
Students and faculty from the departments of communication and history and
government can attend a question and answer session with Krauthammer at 3:30
p.m. before the evening event.
Cedarville’s Center for Political Studies
annually invites speakers for the celebration for a talk that in some way gets back to
the founding principles of the U.S., Clauson
said. Speakers share from their expertise or
discuss constitutional issues from a Chris-
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Charles Krauthammer
in celebration of Constitution Day

Thurs d ay, S eptemb er 17, 2015

7 p. m .

Sponsored by
photo illustration courtesy of the Center for Political Studies
cedarville.edu/cps
Cedarville’s Center for Political Studies hosts Pulitzer-prize winning columnist, FOX News contributor and conservative voice Charles
Krauthammer for its Constitution Day celebration. Previous celebrations have included Mike Huckabee and Karl Rove.
tian or secular perspective as they relate to
current events.

Another perspective
Smith said speakers akin to Krauthammer bring a different element to students’
education, as such speakers are active in the
professional world, from different walks of
life and offer unique perspectives.
“We try to bring people who are role
models or points of reference for our students,” said Smith.
Previous Constitution Day celebrations

have featured Mike Huckabee and Karl
Rove, both of whom, Smith said, are unique
and well-known in the political realm.
“Huckabee goes from being a Southern
Baptist minister to becoming the governor
of Arkansas to being a presidential candidate,” Smith said. “Rove, he was a really
obscure guy from virtually nowhere who
just got launched into the stratosphere of
politics by his relationship with President
(George) Bush.”
Smith said Krauthammer has an interesting story as well. Yet Clauson said Krau-

“We try to bring people who are role
models or points of reference for our
students.”
Mark Smith

professor of political science

thammer has a bit larger appeal.
“This is a little bigger than the normal
(speaker),” he said.
Smith said Constitution Day 2015 has
already proved to have a considerable outreach. As of mid-August, nearly 800 people
had registered for the event with Krauthammer.
Smith said speakers of such high profile
have the potential to reach the surrounding
communities of Cedarville, Dayton and possibly Cincinnati as well.
Admission to the event is free with advance registration at www.cedarville.edu.
Registration closes Friday, September 11.
Subject to availability, tickets will be sold
at the door prior to the event for $10 each.
Doors open at 6 p.m.
Amy Radwanski is a junior journalism and
broadcasting/digital media double major
and digital editor for Cedars. She is pursuing a career in broadcast performance
with her studies.
September 2015

CAMPUS NEWS

New Students, New Name

The 9-year-old Cedarville tradition gets a new name, adds variety

Pianist Josiah Kenniv and vocalist Brittany Mitchell won the crowd with a moving duet of a Whitney Houston song in Cedarville’s 2014 New Student Talent Show.

by Alicia Wright

C

edarville University’s annual talent show for freshmen and transfer
students has changed its name. After nine years as the “New Student Talent
Show,” the show takes on a new name – the
“New Student Variety Show.”

The who
Jill Willert, the SGA events director, is
the one behind the name change. But despite the change in name, the goal of the
show stays the same: to give new students a
chance to show off their God-given talents.
Willert has been involved with the talent show for two years. She served on the
committee last year, but this year Willert
has a team under her to help coordinate the
event. For Willert, to change the name of
the event, she had to clear it with Student
September 2015

Life Programs (SLP).

The how
Director of SLP Brian Burns and assistant director Daniel MacDougall helped
bring about the name change.
Willert first had to speak with her advisor, MacDougall. She was required to
create what SLP calls the “three P’s”: the
purpose, the plan and the procedure for the
name change. The “three P’s” then had to be
approved by MacDougall and passed onto
Burns for further review.

The why
Willert said she is looking to change the
perspective of the talent show. By calling it a
variety show, she said she is hoping a broader selection of talents will be performed.
Willert said generally when people hear
“talent show” they automatically think “mu-

sically-inclined.” But Willert said she would
like to see a variety of talents this year
though Cedarville is a musically-oriented
campus.

The what
MacDougall mentioned a few spectacular acts that have been performed in
previous years: flaming, spinning batons;
impressions; pianists; and vocal and instrumental acts.
“There is a total of 950 new freshmen
and transfer students at Cedarville University this year,” MacDougall said. “The broad
number of students is why the New Student
Variety Show is a big deal. With so many
students, the types and levels of talents are
limitless.”
Currently, new students and transfer
students are the only eligible participants,
but Willert said that there will be some oth-

photo by Kari Barnhill

er formatting changes.
In previous years the show was held in
two different venues – Alford Auditorium
and the Cedarville Opera House. The venue usually depends on the amount of people
expected to attend, as the latter seats about
400 people.
For those students who want to watch
and not participate in the show – or are
not new students – there will be two performances Sept. 25. The venue is currently
undecided. Whether you are looking for a
study break or making your debut on stage,
the variety show is an opportunity you don’t
want to miss.
Alicia Wright is a freshman journalism
major and reporter for Cedars. She has a
passion for French, and she loves coffee,
learning, and chatting with friends and
family.
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Cedarville Makes Changes to Campus, Names
Faculty to New Positions
by Anna Dembowski

photo by Hannah Gallardo

So long, Cedar Spray.
You no longer have to fear the deadly – or seemingly deadly – Cedar Spray. Grounds crews moved one of the two fountains this summer further into the lake and further from
the usual course of the wind’s blow. This means you can look nice for that job interview or presentation and not bring the smell of Cedar Lake with you. Hooray!

Hello, new-fangled water tower.
photo by Hannah Gallardo

Bye-bye dorm vacuums.
If you’re prone to eating crackers in bed, leaving a
trail of crumbs or bringing mud in on your shoes, you
may want to be a bit more careful this year. Students in
resident halls no longer have access to university-supplied vacuum cleaners. That means it’s a bit more tricky
to clean your room. But did you even clean it before?
If you’re worried about the mess of cobwebs and
popcorn kernels your room will become, do as some
halls and units are already doing. Be the bigger person
and supply the vacuum for the hall, or ask each hall- or
unit-mate to contribute a buck or two to the vacuum
fund. You can get a basic vacuum cleaner for about $20
at Wal-Mart.
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There’s one big Yellow Jacket
joining the campus this year. Cedarville’s mascot has finally flown to
new heights – the top of the University water tower. Thanks to a paint
job this summer, the water tower
has a new look.
But the actual purpose of the
water tower has been upgraded as
well. According to Dr. White’s chapel announcement earlier this semester, the campus’ hot and cold water
supply – rather than just its hot water – is now treated. If you want to
taste whether the upgrade made a
difference, stop by any water fountain (except those in Cedar Lake),
and drink up.

photo by Jennifer Gammie
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Welcome to chemistry.
You may notice a new building behind the Engineering Project Laboratory on
the southwest edge of campus. The new science facility houses seven new chemistry
labs devoted to freshmen and upper-level chemistry classes, as well as research. The
building opened for lab classes Aug. 24.
The new science facility wraps up the two-phase, $5 million renovation of Cedarville’s science labs. Phase one included renovating parts of the Engineering &
Science Building, which was completed Fall 2014.
photo by Hannah Gallardo

photo by Hannah Gallardo

New Position: Mindy May
Formerly the director of counseling services, Mindy May was named
as director of student development
in June 2015. Cedarville created the
student development department by
merging counseling services and residence life in the interest of saving money and better serving students.

photo by Hannah Gallardo

New Position: General Reno
Lt. Gen. Loren Reno (Ret.) joins
the president’s cabinet as interim vice
president for academics and chief academic officer. Previously the inaugural dean of the School of Business
Administration, Reno took on the new
role in June. Reno also made his first book debut this July
with the release of “10 Leadership Maneuvers: A General’s
Guide to Serving and Leading,” in which he draws from
his 38 years of service in the United States Air Force.

photo by Anna Dembowski

Here’s to a road less traveled.
Many students have spent two years dreaming of a paved path to the two townhouse buildings, and now
such dreams are dreams no more. On Aug. 28, crews laid the last bit of cement, which connects the sidewalk in
front of Murphy/Rickard/West to the sidewalks immediately in front of each townhouse unit.
No more unavoidably soaking wet shoes or mud-crusted flats for you townhouse folks. Rain or shine or
snow, the path to and from campus will not wash away.

Anna Dembowski is a senior journalism major and editor-in-chief for Cedars. She is learning to love coffee, spontaneity and Twitter. Follow her at @annabbowskers.

September 2015
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Same Game, New Court
Women’s basketball player Christina McQueen transferred to CU from a Division I university
by Dave Guidone

C

hristina McQueen enters the Hive,
the fast-food style cafe on campus.
The day has taken a toll on her body
but not her spirit. After a few minutes of
conversation, her genuine character and
friendly personality start to shine.
Fresh out of basketball practice, she
comes across as gregarious and warm-hearted, towering over the student employee who
hands over a burger and fries.

McQueen said she had a number of options,
including Southern Illinois, North Dakota
State, University of Massachusetts Amherst,
and Canisius, all of which contacted her in
hopes that she would suit up for them.
But McQueen chose Gardner-Webb, a
private liberal arts school located 50 miles
west of Charlotte, North Carolina.
After two years, however, McQueen
transferred to Cedarville.

Making the decision

Kirk Martin, the head coach of Cedarville’s women’s basketball team, said there
McQueen said life at Cedarville Univer- were several factors that went into the desity is a change from Gardner-Webb Uni- cision.
versity where she spent her last two years
“With Christina, there was just a whole
before transferring to Cedarville.
lot of really clear things that showed she’d
At Gardner-Webb, McQueen played be a really good fit with our program,” he
against bigger schools like Liberty and High said. “She’s local, she wanted to come back
Point. It marked the beginning of her col- closer to home, Gardner-Webb’s a Christian
lege experience.
school. There were just a lot of good things
But for her, northern Ohio is home.
reflected that she would be a good fit for our
McQueen, who stands 6-foot-2, played program.”
high school basketball in Findlay, where she
For McQueen, one of the biggest factors
broke school records for blocked shots (72) in the decision, she said, was family, as she
in a season and in a single game (nine). She and her mom, Colette, are close. McQueen
was also selected to play in the Ohio-Indiana said her mom is her biggest fan and has
girls’ all-star basketball game. From there, watched two other daughters, Candice and
the next choice was where to attend college. Jonette play college basketball at Urbana,
Findlay and Tiffin.
McQueen said
it was hard on both
her and her mom
when she went to
play basketball at
a school 10 hours
from home. Unlike
with her two older
daughters, Colette
couldn’t come see
McQueen play basketball because of
the distance. A few
days during Christmas break was the
only time McQueen
and her mom saw
Christina McQueen (left) said she hopes she and the other new players each other in between summers.
can help the team reach the championship this season.

From highschool to Division II
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photos by Campbell Bortel
Christina McQueen (right) posts up Yellow Jacket teammate Taylor Buckley. McQueen
transferred this fall from a Division I school, Gardner-Webb University, to a Division II school,
Cedarville University.

A different school
Now that she’s at Cedarville, McQueen
is trying to adjust to life at a new school.
“This is a very different lifestyle, a lot
faster,” she said. “There’s something different about this school. Something drew me
here, and I’m trying to figure it out.”
One difference between Cedarville and
Gardner-Webb is the course load, she said.
While school at Gardner-Webb was challenging, she said it was not rigorous. Despite this, she has remained calm thus far.
McQueen said she is not as stressed as last
year and thinks that Cedarville will be better
for her spiritually.
“I’m here for a reason,” she said. “Since
I got here I’ve said, ‘Something better is
gonna happen here.’”

Looking ahead
So far, McQueen has impressed the

coaches in practice. Martin said he likes
what he’s seen from her.
“She adds a lot of quickness, she’s got
a really good background as far as understanding the physicality of being a post
player at the collegiate level, and she’s got a
really pretty shot from 15 feet, too,” he said.
McQueen said she is looking forward
to the upcoming season and hopes she can
help the team be successful.
“I’ve never had a ring, and I want to be
useful, bring something to the table, maybe even be the X factor,” she said. “I hope
me and the new extra players and freshmen
push us to the championship.”
Dave Guidone is a senior social studies education major and sports reporter for Cedars. His hobbies include eating, snacking,
shooting hoops and laughing. Hebrews
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Deborah Longenecker: Pianist
by Emily Day

S

ophomore keyboard pedagogy major
Deborah Longenecker grew up in Kuwait, which she said gave her a wide
variety of opportunities to experience the
complexity and diversity that makes up the
world of music.

Diversity of rhythms
Although Kuwait is one of the smallest
countries in the Middle East, according to
Longenecker, it has a vast spectrum of musical opportunities. Longenecker’s home
city had a cultural center that put on a variety of concerts and performances that exposed her to a diversity of music.
“I had piano teachers from Russia, Serbia, America and England,” Longenecker
said. “So I was exposed to a variety of teaching styles.”
Longenecker said each one of her
teachers emphasized a different aspect of
music, which provided her with a richer love
for and understanding of the music she was
playing. Longenecker said having a variety
of teaching methods showed her about the
different countries and what they valued
most in music.
While studying under her Russian
teacher, Longenecker’s focus was mainly on
precision of notes and being technically proficient. However, her Serbian teacher developed Longenecker’s expressiveness. Her
American teacher encouraged Longenecker
to expand her musical repertoire beyond the
traditional music of the piano.
“My British teacher, Mrs. Bushman,
put all of these together and taught me how
to make it musical,” Longenecker said. “Not
just the notes but what the composer really
intended in the piece.”

Becoming a musician
Longenecker said Bushman was probably the most influential in forming the
musician she is today. It was Bushman’s
outgoing personality that really encouraged
September 2015

to much classical
music, but I had
CDs,” Longenecker
said. “These were
the only CDs I had,
so I would listen to
them over and over
again. Those particular pieces then
became ingrained
in my brain, and
I was able to play
those few pieces
very well.”
The CDs and
her parents’ passion for music and
the arts encouraged
Longenecker
to
pursue music, she
said.
Longenecker
said from the very
beginning her mom
played a huge role
in her development
as a musician. Her
mom would attend
every lesson and
took notes of what
Longenecker needed to work on for
photo by Malia Rickards the next class.
“I
honestly
Deborah Longenecker said it was the unique teaching style of John
Mortensen, professor of music, that drew her to study keyboard
don’t think I would
pedagogy at Cedarville.
have
necessarily
Longenecker to express herself through the
continued in music
music.
if it hadn’t been for my mom,” Longenecker
“She always told me, ‘Deborah, feel the said.
music,’” Longenecker said. “She told me
As Longenecker continued in her leswhat the dynamics should be and then gave sons, it became more of a challenge to balme the tools to do it.”
ance it with her other studies as a student,
Other than her lessons, Longenecker she said.
didn’t have much exposure to the more tra“It became like a school subject for
ditional styles of music. However, she said me,” Longenecker said. “It just became all
she never felt that she was lacking musical about the exams, and I didn’t want to pracexposure.
tice anymore.”
“I didn’t have a library to expose me
Longenecker said it was the wise advice

of her mother that solidified her passion for
music.
“She said to me, ‘Deborah, it is not fun
for you anymore, and I think you need to
stop lessons until you really know you want
to continue,’” Longenecker said.
So Longenecker took a two-year break
from private lessons. She didn’t play the
piano at all during that time. During that
period she really had a chance to reflect on
her motivations for investing so much of her
time in the piano, Longenecker said.

Keyboard pedagogy
As a result, she discovered she wanted
to pursue piano as a career and share her
passion and love for music with others.
“Growing up in such a musically rich
environment with parents who really encouraged it gave me such a gift,” Longenecker said. “I really would love to pass on
that to my students. I want them to realize
the beauty of music.”
Sophomore Maria Confer said she believes Longenecker will be successful in her
dream of teaching higher-level pianists.
“She is very perspective of people and
their feelings,” Confer said. “I think she will
understand her students quickly and be able
to adapt to their learning styles.”
Sophomore Jana Minich said Longenecker really wants to use music to serve
others. Longenecker said she has considered following in her parents’ footsteps and
going overseas.
But Longenecker said her love for music ultimately ties back to Kuwait.
“I’m really thankful to God that he allowed me to grow up in Kuwait,” Longenecker said. “It is such a different place, and
I feel like through that he was preparing me
for what he wanted me to do. In every experience I had I can see God’s hand in it.”
Emily Day is a junior journalism major
and arts & entertainment editor for Cedars. She is an avid reader, runner and is
a general Disney enthusiast.
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Year in Preview: Moves, Music and Movies
by Emily Day
From dancing and singing to movies and music, Cedarville has something to entertain everyone. Cedarville has no shortage of
arts and entertainment for both the critics and the casual observers. So get ready for a year of moves, music and movies.

Swing dancing
Need a study break? Consider joining a lively group of students for an evening of good music and
dancing. Students meet at 7 p.m. every Sunday in the
DMC lobby to kick up their feet and have a good time.
Don’t know how to swing dance? No problem.
There will be someone there that’s more than happy to teach you the basics, and in no time you will be
flying through the air with the best of them. Students
from this group have even been featured in Ayo showcases.
So whether you have a passion for dance or
just want a break from the books, make swing
dancing a part of your weekend schedule.

photos by Anna Dembowski

Senior recitals
Senior recitals showcase the talent of Cedarville’s seniors in the music program. Recitals include an
instrumental showcase, vocal talent or a combination of the two. Students often perform a variety of pieces
that highlight different aspects of their skill set. Some students have even used their recitals to perform
original creations.
From opera to classical to contemporary, many genres can be heard. All performances take place in the
DMC Recital Hall and are free and open to the public.
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Ayo
Calling all dancers!
Ayo, Cedarville’s dance org, brings together dancers of all skill levels and all styles. Ayo gives students the
opportunity to showcase not only their ability to dance,
but also to choreograph. Dancers work with a choreographer all semester improving their skill set and learning
an original dance number. Each semester, Ayo holds a
dance showcase in the Cedarville Opera House. The performances have ranged from Disney classics and jazz to
ballet and hip-hop. So whatever style you enjoy, this is
one show you won’t want to miss.

photo illustration submitted by Ayo

Ayo will perform its fall showcases
at 7 p.m. Nov. 13 and 14.

Foreign film series
Since 2005, the foreign film series has exposed students to other cultures through movies.
The foreign film series, sponsored by the department of English, literature, and modern languages, gives
students a better understanding of other cultures that is
often missed by the mainstream media. The films selected are usually geared more toward provoking thought
and knowledge, with entertainment being the secondary
concern. This semester’s foreign films include two showings each of “Song of the Sea” (Sept. 21) and “Red Army”
(Nov. 9).

Watch “Song of the Sea” at 7:30 and
10 p.m. on Sept. 21 in BTS 104.
photo courtesy of GKIDS, Inc.

Emily Day is a junior journalism major and arts & entertainment editor for Cedars. She
is an avid reader, runner and is a general Disney enthusiast.
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Planned Parenthood and the Christian’s Response
The Center for Medical Progress has released videos exposing PPH’s sale of fetal tissue. Now what?
by Jen Taggart

A

series of videos about Planned Parenthood released by the Center for
Medical Progress, an organization
concerned with preserving human dignity,
have renewed the interest in the issue of
abortion.
The Center for Medical Progress’ series
of investigative videos released to the public beginning in July 2015 shows Planned
Parenthood selling fetal tissue to StemExpress, a biotech firm and provider of human-derived research specimens.
In some videos, individuals with the
Center for Medical Progress disguised
themselves as a research company looking
to buy fetal tissue from Planned Parenthood. In other videos, the Center’s individuals disguised themselves as an abortion provider looking to sell tissue to StemExpress.

The Reaction
Nine videos were released at the time
this issue went to print, the ninth of which
was released Sept. 1. Many Christians, including members of the Cedarville community, are outraged by what the videos show.
“There are innocent human beings who
can’t defend themselves being oppressed,
and their lives (are being) taken from them,”
said Jon Wood, vice president for student
life and Christian ministries at Cedarville.
“As believers in Christ, we know that every
human being possesses dignity, because we
know that we are created by God, and if we
do not engage the issue, then we’re ignoring
what we know is important to God.”
Around the country, there have been
many protests against Planned Parenthood.
The pro-life coalition, Protest PP, named
Aug. 22, 2015, the National Day of Protest.
More than 78,500 people protested at various locations across the U.S., as well as in
the Netherlands, Honduras and Ireland, on
that day.
During Cedarville’s Fall Bible Conference in August, students, faculty and staff

16

“When you go to the doctor, you always
expect the doctor to do what he or she
says she was going to do. So if you have
appendicitis and you go to a surgeon,
you expect that surgeon to take out your
appendix and not do anything else. But
when you go to the doctor for an abortion,
you expect the doctor to perform an
abortion and not do anything else.”
Dennis Sullivan

director of Center for Bioethics
raised more than $17,000 for the Miami
Valley Women’s Center. Students for Life, a
new organization on campus, joined Dayton
Right to Life in protest Sept. 5 at a Planned
Parenthood facility in Dayton.
“Having an opinion is useless unless
you’re willing to put some actions behind
it,” said Stephanie Long, senior chemistry
major and leader of Students for Life.
Dennis Sullivan, advisor of Students for
Life and director of Cedarville’s Center for
Bioethics, has spoken to a variety of news
outlets about the content and implications
of the Planned Parenthood videos. He said
the way the doctors discuss the body parts
they desire to obtain has shocked people.
“What surprises me is that people could

talk about choice, but when you actually
hear abortion being described – and we’re
talking about intact kidneys, livers, hearts
and lungs – suddenly people – lay people –
get real upset because they no longer think
of it as the products of conception or just
material in the womb,” Sullivan said. “When
you start talking about parts, it sounds like
they’re from an actual baby.”

The Law
Federal law allows fees in the transfer
of fetal tissue for research. But according
to the National Institute of Health Revitalization Act of 1993, these fees must only
be used for “transportation, implantation,
processing, preservation, quality control, or

“Having an opinion is useless unless you’re
willing to put some actions behind it.”
Stephanie Long

senior, leader of Students for Life

storage of human fetal tissue.”
The punishment for selling or purchasing fetal tissue is up to $500,000 and 10
years in prison.
Sullivan said it’s debated as to whether
what Planned Parenthood is doing is legal.
“Even if what is described in these videos is legal,” he said, “do we really want our
tax dollars going towards this type of activity?”
Deborah Nucatola, senior director of
medical services at Planned Parenthood
Federation of America, said in one of the released videos that sometimes Planned Parenthood doesn’t mind if it does more than
break even.
“If they (Planned Parenthood affiliates)
can do a little better than break even, and do
so in a way that seems reasonable, they’re
happy to do that. Really their bottom line
is, they want to break even,” Nucatola said
in the video. “Every penny they save is just
pennies they give to another patient – to
provide a service the patient wouldn’t get.”
After the videos were released, StemExpress cut its partnership with Planned Parenthood. The company also sued the Center
for Medical Progress and got a restraining
order issued prohibiting the Center from releasing more videos. Judge Joanne O’Donnell, a superior court judge in California
lifted the restraining order, citing the Center for Medical Progress’ First Amendment
rights.
Congress voted 53-46 against defunding Planned Parenthood on Aug. 3. Sixty
votes were needed to move forward with the
legislation.
But Sullivan said there are many states
still working to defund the organization.
“It may be that PPFA will be defunded
in a majority of states, making the federal
law moot,” he wrote in an email.
According to The Hill newspaper
and FOX News, another chance to defund
Planned Parenthood at the federal level may
come later this month in a spending bill intended to prevent a government shutdown.
September 2015
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The Response
Concerned Women for America (CWA)
is a public policy women’s organization advocating for biblical and family values, one
of which is the sanctitiy of life.
Hannah Wegman, a 2013 Cedarville
graduate and project writer/coordinator for
CWA, said Christians should not be afraid to
advocate for pro-life in the political arena.
“From a Christian standpoint, I think a
lot of us stay out of the politics of things, but
it’s so important that we speak up for God’s
truth,” she said.
CWA is currently working with Congress to pass the Pain-Capable Unborn Child
Protection Act, which would ban abortions
in the U.S. after 20 weeks of pregnancy.
Wegman said Christians should call
their government representatives to support this kind of legislation.
“While we want abortion ended, this
2o-week ban is a great step in the right direction,” she said.

just not practical.”

The Ethics
Although Sullivan is pro-life, he said
there are ethical issues beyond pro-life/prochoice in what the released Planned Parenthood videos show.
He said the way Planned Parenthood
manipulates the position of the fetus to preserve body parts, which are then offered to
StemExpress, is wrong, because doctors are
supposed to focus on what patients request
to be done – in this case, an abortion.
“When you go to the doctor, you always
expect the doctor to do what he or she says
she was going to do. So if you have appendicitis and you go to a surgeon, you expect
that surgeon to take out your appendix and
not do anything else,” Sullivan said. “But
when you go to the doctor for an abortion,
you expect the doctor to perform an abortion and not do anything else.”
Arthur Caplan, a pro-choice bioethicist

“Even if what is described in these videos
is legal, do we really want our tax dollars
going towards this type of activity?”
Dennis Sullivan

Wegman said Christians can also get
involved by praying for government officials
and the unborn, voting for a president who
values life, and becoming educated about
the abortion issue.
Like Wegman, Sullivan said he believes
supporting legislation that limits abortion is
an effective way to fight the issue.
Sullivan testified in May 2015 before a
committee in the Ohio House of Representatives for a bill titled, “The Down Syndrome
Non-Discrimination Act.” This bill would
ban abortions that are done solely because
an unborn child has recieved a Down Syndrome diagnosis.
“We should support bills like that to
further limit abortion, and so we’re going
to chip away at abortion,” Sullivan said. “I
believe we should incrementally chip away.
There are some absolutists who believe we
should ban all abortion right now, and that’s
September 2015

at New York University, shared the same
sentiment about doctors changing the procedure.
“In abortion the primary goal is to give
the safest abortion possible. Your sole concern has to be the mother and her health,”
Caplan told CNN.
Wood said he believes Christians have
a responsibility to become advocates after
watching the videos.
“We have to be advocates and make
sure the truth is known about abortion. We
cannot let it continue as the silent holocaust
that it has,” Wood said. “We have to love the
innocent enough to make sure their story is
known.”
Jen Taggart is a junior journalism major
and off-campus news editor for Cedars.
She enjoys writing, listening to music and
fueling her chocolate addiction.

(Concerned Women for America, Planned Parenthood 2013-2014 annual report)

Planned Parenthood performs
approximately ¼ of all abortions
in the United States each year.
(STOPP International)

Planned Parenthood performed 174 abortions
for every 1 adoption referral in 2013.

(Concerned Women For America, Planned Parenthood 2013-2014 annual report.)
graphic by Jennifer Gammie
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COMMENTARY

To Cedarville and Beyond

Free cancer ribbon
t-shirt when you
register to donate
blood. Cancer patients
often depend on blood
donors to help them
fight for life.

A note to you from the editor-in-chief
Adapted from my blog, “Midnight Musings”

I

’d like to tell you a story whose beginning stems from Cedarville’s annual
missions conference my freshman year.
Time and time again, the conference
emphasizes short-term, overseas missions.
I’ve yet to desire to travel abroad for such
a cause, so I’m surprised when something
missions related gets to me. I’ve always felt
a greater desire to serve God somewhere
within the U.S.
But three years ago, the first location
that popped into my finite mind during the
conference was Washington, D.C. At the
time I had only visited the city for a total of
two weeks across two years. Yet God burdened me to pray for the District.
So for three years I prayed for DC. I
prayed for the president. I prayed for the
people of the city. I prayed for the nation’s
leaders, not knowing that some day I would
shake hands with senators and representatives. And I prayed that some day I’d be able
to combine mission with my work in D.C.

I had forgotten
what God could do
through me.
But my big-picture prayers dwindled
as my internship in D.C. this past summer
took root. I moved to D.C. temporarily to intern with a religion news organization.
I was caught up in the moment, praying
for more personal things – to make friends,
to be safe, to find a church.
I was focused on what God could do in
and for me. I had forgotten what God could
do through me.
I lived and worked inside the Beltway
for 12 weeks. For 11 of those weeks, I lived
and worked without thinking once of D.C.
as the “mission field” in which I had desired
so much to serve.
But this is a story of God’s faithfulness,
not mine.
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I wish I could say that I lived that 12th
week differently than the previous 11. Sure,
serving others was at the forefront of my
mind but so, too, was the realization of all
that I could and should have done before.
The people I passed on the street, the people I worked with, the people who befriended me, the people I lived with. I could have
served them better – more intentionally.
The questions still nag: Did I serve
well? Did I do enough? Who did I miss serving? Why didn’t I remember?
But God is faithful. We can trust him.
And because I know his faithfulness, I
know that my time in D.C. was not wasted.
In fact, it’s the beginning of a beautiful story
whose ending has not yet been written. I’m
trusting in God’s grace that someday I’ll get
a second chance to serve him well in D.C.
He used this summer – and that city
– to show me what service, prayer and his
faithfulness truly are. He used this summer
to ignite a love of people I never knew I had.
Five weeks ago I was dreading my departure from D.C. One month ago I was
prepping to leave home for college. And
now, I’m wrapping up my first month of senior year. Gosh.
After a month to piece together what I
learned this summer, my heart is full, because looking back, God’s hand is so evident. My heart is broken, because I’ve never
loved people like this before nor an unfamiliar place so much.
I ask myself often, “Why didn’t I remember?” But I’m learning to trade that
regret for, “What am I doing now?”
And now means Cedars and you and
this community.
As editor-in-chief, I’m here to serve
you – the student body and Cedarville community. I promise to put my best foot forward in reporting the truth, bringing you
quality news and connecting you with the
world beyond.

Give Blood & Save Lives
September 24 & 25
Thursday & Friday

Noon to 4pm
Event Rooms 240 & 241
Visit DonorTime.com to schedule
your donation appointment.
Use sponsor code #147.
For more information on blood
donation, visit GivingBlood.org

Do you want to reach college students?
Southwest Ohio? An online audience?

Advertise with

Contact our advertising director at
vrboward@cedarville.edu

Wishing you the very best,
Anna Dembowski, editor-in-chief
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OPINION

Just Sayin’...
by
Jonathan
Gallardo

O

n Aug.
26 in
Moneta, Virginia, a
gunman shot
and killed a reporter and her
cameraman.
The shooter, who captured the whole
ordeal on video, ran away from the scene,
tweeted about his actions, and then shot
himself before law enforcement caught him.
The victims, Alison Parker and Adam
Ward, were 24 and 27, respectively. They
had each found love. Ward was engaged.
They had their whole lives ahead of them.
Their dreams and aspirations were
gunned down by a disgruntled former employee with revenge on his mind.
We don’t often think of things like this
happening in the United States. Other countries, maybe, but not in our own country.
This was the first time since 2007 that
journalists were killed on American soil.
America is supposed to be a place where
people can report on a story without risking
their lives.
Fourteen years ago on Sept. 11, thousands of people got out of bed not knowing
that they had just woken up for the last time.
Many of you were young when it happened – three to eight years old perhaps –
so your memories of that event (if they even
exist) are probably fuzzy. For others, the
images you saw on that day are crystal clear
even after all these years.
For me, 9/11 was the day death became
real and tangible. It transformed in my
mind from an abstract concept to a concrete

Live Intentionally

image.
I have some bad news for you: you are
going to die (unless Jesus comes back before then). You could die tomorrow or in 70
years.
Whenever we hear preachers say this
right before he does an altar call, it’s easy to
take it with a grain of cynicism.
Yeah, I could die in the next minute,
but I probably won’t.
That may be true, but death was the
last thing on the minds of Alison Parker and
Adam Ward the morning of Aug. 26. For
them, it was just another work day.
I’m a journalism major, so this event,
more so than others, hit me hard. When I
saw people in my planned profession had

plish the task at hand. In this case, the task
is putting one foot in front of the other more
than 4,000 times. I can dream for days
about finishing a 5K, but unless I’m actually
running, all that dreaming is for naught.
At the same time, don’t live as if you’re
invincible.
Many of us lived this way when we were
kids. Maybe you rode your bike down the
steepest hill in town with your friend standing on pegs on the back wheels, the wind
forcing open your tear ducts.
Or perhaps you climbed trees until
the branches got so thin that you could feel
yourself swaying.
I’m sure you could think of other things
you did when you were younger that you

If you died this week, what would
people say about you? What would they
remember? Would they remember you as
selfish or selfless? Proud or humble? An
agitator or a peacemaker?
been killed while they were just doing their
job, it forced me to think about my outlook
on living.
I don’t think it’s healthy to live every
moment as if it’s your last unless, for whatever reason, you know that your death is
near. If that’s the case, then go ahead.
But in every other situation, if you’re
constantly focused on death, your life will
pass you by.
For example, if you’re running a 5K,
your main goal is to make it to the finish
line. At the same time, you have to accom-

wouldn’t do today. Kids don’t see consequence until it smacks them in the face, and
even then, they might ignore it. They don’t
often think before they take action.
As we grow older, we begin to foresee
the consequences of our actions. Don’t take
life for granted. God gave it to you, and he
could take it away from you at any moment.
So the next time you think about going
90 in a 55, just don’t do it.
If you died this week, what would people say about you? What would they remember? Would they remember you as selfish or

selfless? Proud or humble? An agitator or a
peacemaker?
For Parker and Ward, people remembered the positive impacts they had on
those they met, the lives they touched.
As for the gunman, he will be remembered longer than his victims. That’s just
how the world works. Unfortunately for
him, he won’t be remembered for acts of
kindness or bravery but for using his final
hours of life to end the lives of two others.
Now I’m not saying that you should live
for the approval of others. That road leads
to madness and disappointment.
We should seek approval from God
alone. If we do this, other people will see
God’s presence in our lives and take notice.
Tragedies like the Virginia shooting
and the shooting in the church in South
Carolina are proof of the brokenness of our
world and the brokenness of ourselves.
No legislation, no political party will
push these tragedies into extinction. The
day the world is rid of sin will also be the
day we eradicate these senseless shootings.
As Christians, we can rejoice in the fact
that this day is coming. There will be a day
when peace defeats chaos. There will be a
day when love conquers hate. There will be
a day when good vanquishes evil once and
for all.
This day will come with the return of
our King, Jesus Christ.
But today is not that day, so until then,
don’t take your life for granted. You don’t
know how much longer you’ll have it.
Jon Gallardo is a senior journalism major
and sports editor for Cedars. He loves writing, listening to music, and playing basketball, and his favorite literary character is
Gollum.

Tell Jon what you would like him to write about. Send your questions, comments or concerns to jgallardo@cedarville.edu
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Involvement Fair 2015

photos by Jonathan Gallardo

Top left: Students Ryan Lamsen and Chris Wharton roast marshmallows at the Resound Radio table during
Cedarville’s Involvement Fair on Aug. 21.
Top right: Vice president for student life and Christian ministries Jon Wood and his family attend the Involvement
Fair.
Middle left: A student tries his hand at rugby.
Bottom right: A student stops by K9s at the Ville – the org that trains and cares for service dogs from 4 Paws for
Ability – to get some puppy love during the Involvement Fair.
Left: Ben Fawcett dries off in the sun as two other OPE members look on. Fawcett had just gotten dunked in the
org’s dunk tank.

